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Nomination for the United States Court of Appeals
May 24, 1994

The President today nominated Judge José
A. Cabranes to serve on the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit.

‘‘Judge Cabranes has an outstanding record
of achievement in the legal profession, in aca-
demia, and in public service,’’ the President said

today. ‘‘I am confident that he will continue
to serve with excellence and distinction on the
appellate bench.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the United States Naval Academy Commencement Ceremony
in Annapolis, Maryland
May 25, 1994

Thank you very much, Secretary Dalton, for
those fine remarks. Admiral Lynch, thank you
for your comments and your leadership here
at the Academy. Admiral Owens, Admiral
Boorda, General Mundy, proud parents and
family members, faculty and staff of the Acad-
emy, brigade of the midshipmen: It’s a great
honor for me to join you at this moment of
celebration. I’m delighted to be back here on
the eve of the Academy’s 150th year.

Since 1845, the U.S. Naval Academy has pro-
vided superb leadership for our Navy, for our
Marine Corps, and for our entire Nation. And
I cannot imagine a more valuable contribution.

The last time I was here, I joined some of
you for lunch at King Hall. And ever since then,
whenever people have asked me what I liked
best about my visit to the Naval Academy I
try to think of elevated things to say, but part
of my answer is always pan pizza and chicken
tenders. [Laughter] In memory of that luxurious
meal—[laughter]—I have today a small gradua-
tion present. In keeping with longstanding tradi-
tion I hereby grant amnesty to all midshipmen
who received demerits for minor conduct of-
fenses. [Laughter] See, today the interest group
is in the stands, not on the field. [Laughter]

Next week I will have the proud responsibility
to represent our Nation in Europe in the cere-
monies marking the 50th anniversary of D-Day,
the invasion of Italy, and World War II. That
war marked the turning point of our century
when we joined with our allies to stem a dark
tide of dictatorship, aggression, and terror and
to start a flow of democracy and freedom that

continues to sweep the world down to the
present day.

That war also marked an era of sacrifice al-
most unequaled in our entire history. Some
400,000 of our fellow countrymen and women
lost their lives. Over half a million more were
wounded. Today we have among us many who
took part at Normandy and the other great bat-
tles of World War II, such as retired Com-
mander Alfred McKowan, Academy class of
1942, who served aboard the U.S.S. Quincy off
Utah Beach on D-Day. They’re a great reminder
of what our armed services have done for Amer-
ica. And I would ask all the veterans of that
war to stand now so that the rest of us might
honor them. [Applause]

To the members of the class of 1994, my
parents’ generation and your grandparents’ gen-
eration did not end their work with the libera-
tion of Europe and victory in the Pacific. They
came back to work wonders at home. They cre-
ated the GI bill so that freedom’s heroes could
reenter civilian life and succeed and build strong
families and strong communities. They built our
Interstate Highway System. They turned our
economy into a global wonder. They forged the
tools of international security and trade that
helped to rebuild our former allies and our
former enemies so that we could ultimately win
the cold war. It brought us decades of peace
and prosperity.

Today we have come to celebrate your grad-
uation from this Academy and your commission
as officers of the United States Navy and Marine
Corps. As we do, the question which hangs over
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